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- Safeguarding Architectural Heritage of Harfield Village 
 
- Supporting Safety and Security Stakeholders 
 
- Supporting Friends of Harfield Village Parks 
 
- Cleaning and Greening of the Village 
 
- Promoting a caring village through social outreach 
 
- Promoting community activism 
 
- Fostering community spirit through local events 
 
- Recognition and Cognisance of Cultural Heritage and Forced Removal 

History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Harfield Village Association (HVA)  
Office 5,Harfield Village Centre 
48 2nd Avenue 
Harfield Village 
Claremont 
7708 
 
HVA Committee 
Chairperson                       James Fernie 
Vice Chairperson   Daniela Leigh 
Secretary                                             Terry Robinson 
Treasurer                                            Alison Palthe 
Membership                                      Danie Van Rooyen 
Planning / Development                Steve Slaughter / Sean McFarlane 
     Alexander Sivitilli / Carmia Schoeman 
General       Adele Miles 

Jeanine Botha 
Jared Cumming                                        
Cher Ashton  

                                                                Hilary Van Breda 
     Debbie Harris 
 
 

NOTE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON 
 
It is quite a challenge for civic associations under prevailing circumstances where time 
and resources constantly seem to be in short supply. Despite the challenges of the last 
year, in my view, the HVA by and large had yet another very successful year. Notably, I 
do feel there were also some disappointments. Sincere thanks to the HVA committee 
members, the members of all the civic associations operating in Harfield Village and the 
many community activists who strive make this community of Harfield Village safe, 
secure, clean and green.  
 
The HVA extends its heartfelt condolences to the family of slain UCT student Uyinene 
Mrwetyana. The tragedy that unfolded in the post office is unimaginable and horrific. 
We extend our sincere thanks to the community at large for the remarkable manner in 
which they showed their love and compassion for Uyinene by draping the post office in 
flowers and beautiful messages. 
 
The HVA is really very pleased with the new and fresh logo / branding of the association. 
Thank you to Quentin Horn for his creative talents in unusual design. 
 
As human beings, we are defined by how we act under considerable stress and when 
facing enormous challenges, not by how we are during the easy and good times. 
Together, let us mobilise the Harfield Village community to rise and meet the 
considerable challenges that we are currently experiencing. 
 
James Fernie 
Chairperson, Harfield Village Association (HVA) 
September 2019 
 
 
 

 



BOUNDARIES OF HARFIELD VILLAGE 
 
Harfield Village is located between Claremont and Kenilworth with the following 
borders: 
 
Northern border  Imam Haron Road / Chichester Road 
Southern border Kenilworth Road 
Eastern border Rosmead Avenue 
Western border the railway line 
 
 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
Thank you to the HVA treasurer Alison Palthe for the hard work and dedication over 
the financial year which ended on 30 June 2019. 
 
The HVA invested in many valuable initiatives over the last financial year as reflected in 
the Annual Financial Statements, more especially: 

- The new HVA logo / branding; 
- Continued support for Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch;  
- Continued support for Friends of Harfield Parks; 
- Rosmead Central Primary School field and borehole initiative; 
- The Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band and Church; 
- The Harfield Village Street Cleaning Initiative; 
- Financial support to residents of Wessels Road legal fees. 

 
The Christmas market held on the 1st of December 2018 was a great success in terms of 
attendance, performance of stallholders and fun on the day, but financially it turned out 
to be expensive with low reward for the HVA. The amount of work that went into the 
market was enormous, and unfortunately not worth repeating. 
 
The bank balance of the HVA as at 30 June 2019 was a total of R38 631.00 which is 
considerably down from 2018. 
 
The HVA registered for Snapscan during this financial year to make it quick and easy for 
residents to contribute to the association. 
 
Thank you once again to Vassen & Associates for preparing the 2018 / 2019 Annual 
Financial Statements for the HVA, your service to Harfield Village over many years is 
very much appreciated. 
 

HVA MEMBERSHIP 
 
Thank you to Danie Van Rooyen for his passionate and dedicated maintenance of the 
three HVA membership databases: 
Residential membership is R150.00 per annum per household 
Business membership is R350.00 per business 
Cottage Industry is R150.00 per annum 
 
The HVA will propose at the 2019 AGM to increase residential membership to R200.00 
per household per year. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
For 2019 / 2020 the HVA will aim to generate the following income from membership. 
 
These numbers are actually very modest and very achievable:  

- 250 residential members @ R200.00  R50 000.00 
- 100 business members @ R350.00  R35 000.00 
- 30 cottage industry members @ R150.00 R4500.00 
- Total      R89 500.00 

 
The HVA has introduced a 4th category of membership for churches, schools, mosque 
and local nonprofits. The idea is to ensure open communication and an inclusive sense 
of community. This category is free. 
 
It is important to be seen to be doing the work, and in this regard it is critical that the 
HVA improves direct communication with its members through regular email 
newsletters, social media and other forms of meeting and contact. We need help from 
Harfielders in this regard. 
 
WE NEED THE HELP OF ALL THE RESIDENTS TO ACHIEVE AND EVEN EXCEED THIS 
GOAL. THE MORE SUPPORT THE HVA RECEIVES, THE GREATER THE IMPACT ON 
HARFIELD VILLAGE. 
 

Thank you all the current members for the support!! 
 

SAFETY AND SECURITY IN HARFIELD VILLAGE 
 
The HVA regards Safety and Security as a top priority. 
 
On the 21st of June and 24th of July 2019 meetings were held between the HVA, HVCID, 
Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch and Friends of Harfield Village Parks to discuss and 
formulate a comprehensive security strategy for Harfield Village. Jenni Coleman is busy 
with investigations and the public will be informed of developments, proposals and 
ultimately a public meeting to be held with a view to presenting the ideas to Harfield 
Village. 
 
The concept of a Special Rates Area (SRA) for Harfield Village should be investigated. 
This initiative however requires considerable manpower and work. 
 
Many thanks to the hard work and dedication of SAPS, HVCID and Harlyn 
Neighbourhood Watch in their crime fighting and prevention efforts. 
 
HVCID: The HVA works closely with the Harfield Village Community Improvement 
District (HVCID). It is a non-profit civic community forum managed by residents who 
volunteer to coordinate improvements in the village, with the focus on safety and 
security in partnership with Fidelity ADT. The HVA strongly encourages all Harfielders 
to join the HVCID as they are working tirelessly to ensure safety and security not only in 
our homes but also in our neighbourhood through dedicated Harfield patrol vehicles 
offering quick response times, roll out of security cameras throughout the village and a 
fulltime security manager in the village (Jenni Coleman). Please visit their website to 
find out more www.hvcid.co.za , email admin@hvcid.co.za  or call Jenni on 081 412 6109 

http://www.hvcid.co.za/
mailto:admin@hvcid.co.za


 
Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch: The HVA is extremely grateful to the Harlyn Committee 
and ALL of the dedicated patrollers for their tremendous efforts to keep us all safe. As a 
token of appreciation and in support of Harlyn Watch the HVA was very pleased to 
allocate R10 000.00 to the Harlyn Neighbourhood Watch during this financial year. 
 
 

HARFIELD VILLAGE HERITAGE AND PLANNING SUBCOMIITTEE 
PROTECTING THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE OF HARFIELD VILLAGE 

 
An interim subcommittee has been established with a view to protecting the Heritage of 
Harfield Village, thus far the members are: 
Steve Slaughter 
Carmia Schoeman 
Alexander Sivitilli 
Sean McFarlane 
 
The HVA Heritage and Planning subcommittee has been working to formalise processes, 
improve community engagement, create greater awareness of our unique history and 
plan for future interventions to support the goals of the HVA and maintain the heritage 
bestowed upon us. 
 
Review of the 2018/2019 year: 
 
The subcommittee has grown to 4 members. While the growth is encouraging, the work 
requires a larger team with additional access to people with the technical skills to 
provide guidance and support. 
 
Draft standard operating procedures have been developed to improve how we deal with 
planning applications, to provide consistency in our approach and to support efficient 
resolution to applications with clear communication 
In line with the draft SOP’s, a draft communication plan has been developed to keep 
applicants informed of requirements and outcomes. 
 
Over and above this, each subcommittee member has been allocated defined 
responsibilities to help move towards our goals in a focused manner with regular 
meetings planned. 
 
 
Strategy for the 2019/2020 year: 
 
The aim is to finalise a draft statement of intent and standard operating procedures and 
set up the systems and structures to support HVA engagement with property owners 
and other stakeholders 
 
Provide residents and property owners with a clear and easy to follow route to applying 
for planning approval with clear and transparent communication 
 
Grow the committee and connect with people who have the technical skills to guide and 
support our efforts. This will include the establishment of connections with 
neighbouring residents’ associations to share best practice 
 
Submit a formal request on extending the local area overlay zone south to Kenilworth 
Road 



 
The City has proposed the installation of a “Forced Removal Area” plaque. We will seek 
input from people knowledgeable and involved with the historic context of Harfield and 
from the community 
 
There are a number of draft plans to improve engagement with local residents and 
historical institutions in the Village, raise awareness of heritage and other goals and 
aims within the scope of the subcommittee. These will be rolled out and communicated 
as and when ready 
 
Important planning applications and developments to highlight are as follows: 
 
Wessels Road 
The approval and subsequent construction of the 5-storey development in Wessels Road 
is now a fact. All avenues to challenge the development were exhausted, and although 
the possibility of an interdict existed, this proved too costly. We did gain significant 
insight into the bureaucratic processes and the laws governing such construction. There 
was also a strong community sentiment against any further development of this nature. 
We believe that strengthening this subcommittee will enable us to use the experience 
gained from Wessels Rd to be more proactive in preventing future monstrosities like the 
Wentworth. 
 
Corner of Oakfield and Imam Haron 
Despite a large number of objections through the City of Cape Town’s appeals processes 
available to residents, the 4-storey development was granted final approval by the 
mayor’s office in August. The residents have requested legal advice and we are 
supporting their efforts with an initial consultation planned. Once legal input has been 
provided, further action will be decided on. 
 
Oggies on 2nd Avenue 
A departure to the current zoning has been submitted and approved. We are tracking 
this to ensure that there is no deviation to what was approved and that any additional 
planning or development submission is in line with the Village’s character, zoning and 
overlays. 
 
Hostel on 3rd Avenue 
This building was previously the Abbotts Hostel and has recently been sold. At 3 152m2, 
the erf is large and provides a potential development opportunity for the buyer. We will 
track this to ensure any planning or development submission is in line with the Village’s 
character, zoning and overlays. 
 
 
 

FRIENDS OF HARFIELD VILLAGE PARKS (FOHP) 
 
The HVA supported the Friends of Harfield Parks with an annual donation of R6000.00 
towards maintenance and capital projects in the parks.  
 
Harfield Village is truly blessed to have four wonderful parks in the village. The village is 
also blessed to have enthusiastic and passionate people to drive The Friends of Harfield 
Parks which is committed to inspiring the community to create clean, safe, fun parks 
while increasing biodiversity and recognizing the heritage of Harfield Village. 
 
 



 
BEAUTIFICATION, GREENING, AND CLEANING IN HARFIELD VILLAGE 

 
The HVA invested R17 664.00 in employing Andy to keep the streets of Harfield clean 
and tidy. Of course with limited funds the scope of his work is also limited. Thank you to 
Alison Palthe and Cher Ashton for assisting with the management of Andy. 
 
The HVA would like to continue with this initiative in the year ahead and actually 
expand it BUT we need funds and support from the community to do so. 
 
Residents are encouraged to assist with the initiative by placing the black plastic bags 
full of rubbish collected by Andy into their black bins to be taken away by the city waste 
removal. The HVA does not have the capacity to collect these bags and take them to the 
city waste drop off. 
 
Harfielders must please continue to use the complaints line of the city to push for the 
cleaning and maintenance of the area. 
 
The area on 2nd Avenue in front of the TELKOM entrance and opposite Livingstone High 
School remains a challenge. As a result of the drought the garden area planted by the 
HVA some years ago died and the space has become a toilet for the homeless community 
living nearby. The area always seems to be full of litter as well. The human faeces is a 
health hazard and the litter is an absolute eyesore. 
 
Harfielders are strongly encouraged to clean, maintain and improve their own 
pavements, gardens and road gutters thus keeping the village clean and tidy. Many 
hands make light work! This also assists the city with the prevention of storm drainage 
issues. 
 
Harfield Village could be an incredibly picturesque garden suburb in the heart of the 
southern suburbs and all Harfielders are encouraged to take responsibility for greening 
and cleaning of their own neighbourhood. 
 
Trees in Harfield Village: Trees need protection as many people cut down trees illegally. 
 
Memorial Garden and Mosaic. The HVA is encouraged by the willingness and enthusiasm 
of Harfielders to design, install and maintain a memorial garden in front of the post 
office as well as a mosaic on one of the walls at the post office. The HVA sincerely hopes 
that these initiatives come to fruition. A critical part of the initiative is the ongoing 
maintenance especially of the garden. 
 
 
 
SOCIAL OUTREACH / HOMELESSNESS IN HARFIELD VILLAGE / SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 
The HVA is very proud to have been an integral part of the Rosmead Central Primary 
School sports fields’ initiative. The school will need ongoing assistance to maintain the 
grass fields. The well point installed by the HVA at the school is in good working order 
and providing groundwater for this purpose. The HVA sponsored installation of tyres 
and plants along the fence at the school has worked well with the plants flowering and 
providing a bright and colourful entrance into Harfield on 3rd Avenue as well. 
 
The HVA is extremely proud of the relationship that has developed with the Young 
Guiding Stars Sacred String Band Claremont. The band was established in Claremont in 



1932 and is still thriving.  This band is an incredibly important part of the heritage of 
Claremont and the HVA will continue to support its development. 
 
Claremont histories: Please visit the website www.claremonthistories.co.za to learn 
more about the history of Harfield Village and surrounding areas in Claremont. In the 
year ahead the HVA would like to organize for the screening of documentary, The 
Impossible Return, at a location in Harfield Village. 
 
Homelessness remains a major challenge facing Harfield Village and indeed the entire 
Cape Town metro. The HVA would still like to harness the experience and talent of local 
activists to prepare a Statement of Intent framing the vision, approach and objectives to 
this challenge, and flowing from that a policy and programme of action for the HVA to 
this challenge at a very local level. 
 

 
EVENTS IN HARFIELD VILLAGE 

 
Events in the village are really very important since they contribute to the spirit of good 
neighbourliness and encourage community activism. 
 
Unfortunately due to lack of manpower and time, the HVA hosted only two events in 
2018 / 2019. 
 
On 1 December 2018 HVA introduced a brand new concept replacing the traditional 
Christmas Carols in one of the parks with a Christmas Market. On the 1st of December 
2018 the Harfield Village Christmas Market was held at St Matthews Anglican Church. 
The Young Guiding Stars Sacred String Band provided musical entertainment. The event 
was a great success and was very well attended, but it did come with its own set of 
challenges and an ENORMOUS investment of time. One of the biggest challenges on the 
day was the access to electricity by some of the stallholders from neighbours to the 
church and the constant tripping of electricity supply throughout the day. Most of the 
profits went to the church and the YGSSB Claremont. 
 
On 28 February 2019 the HVA hosted a Meet Your Neighbours function at The Village 
Bicycle. The event was well attended, fun and an opportunity for Harfielders to gather 
socially. The HVA will be looking at hosting more of these in the year ahead. 
 
Congratulations to Jenni Coleman (HVCID Manager), Bruce Burmeister (HVCID 
Chairperson) and their team for spearheading yet another incredibly successful Harfield 
Village Carnival in April 2019. Sadly, due to many reasons this appears to be the very 
last Harfield Village Carnival. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.claremonthistories.co.za/


MARKETING OF THE ASSOCIATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

Website: The HVA is looking at a total revamp and redesign of the current website. 
www.iloveharield.co.za . The idea is to ensure integration with the various important 
elements of conducting business with the HVA such as planning applications. 
 
The Harfield Village Association Facebook group membership has surpassed 3400 
members. Thank you to the administrators who invest a lot of their personal time in 
screening potential new members and maintaining standards of respectability and 
decency on the site. 
 
 

ELECTRONIC FAULT REPORTING SYSTEM 
 

Members of the community are encouraged to report issues and faults to the city 
through their complaints system.  
Call 0860103089 
contactUS@capetown.gov.za  
SMS 31373 
 
 
 

Harfield Village 
Heritage-History-Harmony 

http://www.iloveharield.co.za/
mailto:contactUS@capetown.gov.za

